
 

 
Chemical Safety Board (CSB) Talking Points for 

ASSP Members 
 
 
About CSB: 

• The U.S. Chemical Safety Board (CSB) was created by Congress in 1990, under the Clean 

Air Act Amendments, to investigate and help prevent major chemical incidents at industrial 

facilities. Its investigations identify root causes and issue recommendations to save lives and 

prevent disasters.1 

 

• The Chemical Safety Board (CSB) issues recommendations to a broad range of entities — 

including federal, state and local regulatory agencies (such as OSHA and EPA), industry 

organizations, companies, standards developers, labor unions and others — to help prevent 

or reduce accidental chemical releases that cause death, injury or property damage. While 

these recommendations are not legally binding, the CSB actively advocates for their 

adoption and monitors their implementation.2 

o For example, the CSB has successfully pushed for updates to standards such as 

ASSP’s Z117 to enhance worker safety. 

 

• Unlike some Federal agencies such as OSHA and the EPA, the CSB is not an 

enforcement agency. Its work carries no civil or criminal liability. Instead, it focuses on 

independent, science-based recommendations that promote transparency and 

collaboration with stakeholders.3 

 

 
The Impact of CSB: 

• CSB has issued over 1,000 safety recommendations, 87% of which have been implemented. 

These recommendations have led to stronger safety practices, better training and reduced risk 

in workplaces and communities.4 

 

• CSB has investigated nearly 180 major chemical incidents, which collectively caused more 

than 200 fatalities, 1,300 serious injuries, and billions of dollars in environmental and 

property damage.5 

 

• CSB has a $14.4 million annual budget and 50 employees. Despite its small size, the CSB 

provides an outsized return on investment by preventing costly, deadly incidents.6 

 

• In 1989, the senate emphasized the necessity for CSB’s independence because agencies with 

rulemaking & investigative functions may overlook systemic hazards or regulatory 

shortcomings. 7 

 

 



 

 

• In just the past five years, over 460 chemical incidents have been reported nationwide, 

underscoring the urgent and ongoing need for CSB’s work. 8  

 

• This past year, the CSB released 3 volumes of chemical incident data to raise public awareness 

and prevent future accidents — a first-of-its-kind resource.9 

 

• Continued funding and support for the CSB is critical to ensuring workers, communities and the 

environment remain protected from catastrophic chemical incidents. 10 

 

• Economic Impact: Preventing chemical incidents protects not only workers and 

communities but also helps companies avoid costly shutdowns, lawsuits and cleanup costs. 

 

• Community Safety: Many CSB investigations involve incidents that impact surrounding 

neighborhoods, schools and businesses — making CSB’s work essential to public trust and 

community resilience. 

 

• Global Leadership: A strong and fully funded CSB reinforces the United States as a global 

leader in occupational and chemical safety. 

 

• Bipartisan Support: Worker and community safety is a bipartisan issue. Historically, 

Congress has supported CSB’s mission across administrations, underscoring its broad 

importance. 
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